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2 Samuel 24:10-25 

 But David's heart struck him after he had numbered the people. And David said to 

the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take away the 

iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly.” 11And when David arose in the 

morning, the word of the LORD came to the prophet Gad, David's seer, saying, 12“Go and say to 

David, ‘Thus says the LORD, Three things I offer you. Choose one of them, that I may do it to 

you.’” 13So Gad came to David and told him, and said to him, “Shall three years of famine come 

to you in your land? Or will you flee three months before your foes while they pursue you? Or 

shall there be three days' pestilence in your land? Now consider, and decide what answer I shall 

return to him who sent me.” 14Then David said to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let us fall into the 

hand of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of man.” 
15So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel from the morning until the appointed time. And 

there died of the people from Dan to Beersheba 70,000 men. 16And when the angel stretched out 

his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the calamity and said to the 

angel who was working destruction among the people, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” 

And the angel of the LORD was by the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 17Then David 

spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who was striking the people, and said, “Behold, I have 

sinned, and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand be 

against me and against my father's house.” 
18And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, raise an altar to the LORD on 

the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19So David went up at Gad's word, as the LORD 

commanded. 20And when Araunah looked down, he saw the king and his servants coming on 

toward him. And Araunah went out and paid homage to the king with his face to the ground. 
21And Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” David said, “To buy the 

threshing floor from you, in order to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague may be averted 

from the people.” 22Then Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what 

seems good to him. Here are the oxen for the burnt offering and the threshing sledges and the 

yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23All this, O king, Araunah gives to the king.” And Araunah said 

to the king, “May the LORD your God accept you.” 24But the king said to Araunah, “No, but I 

will buy it from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost me 

nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And 

David built there an altar to the LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So 

the LORD responded to the plea for the land, and the plague was averted from Israel. 

 

 

 

 

David’s Sin 

 

 

Deuteronomy 4:5-7 

  See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God commanded me, that you 

should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 6Keep them and do 

them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, 

when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.’ 7For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, 

whenever we call upon him? 



 

Trusting God and Our Need to Know “Why” 

 

 

 

 

 

Pick Your “Poison”… 

 

 

 God’s Mercy 

 

 

 

 

David’s Proposal 

 

 

 The Shepherd and the Sheep 

 

 

 

 

Build an Altar… 

 

 

 

Hebrews 10:11-14 

  And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a 

single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13waiting from that time until 

his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 

 

 

 

Two (2) Closing Observations… 

 

1. In Verse 10, David says, “I have sinned greatly…” 

 

Psalm 139:23-24 

 Search me, O God, and know my heart! Test me and know my thoughts! 
24And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way! 

 

 

2. David says (Verse 24), “I will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God that cost 

me nothing.” 

 


